
www.csje.mssw.inMay - June 2024

NEWSLETTER
CENTRE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EQUITY
MADRAS SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

(Established by the Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department, Tamil Nadu)

The Centre for Social Justice and Equity
(CSJE) at Madras School of Social Work,
Chennai, engaged in a diverse range of
research, advocacy, and institutional
activities during May and June 2024. May was
characterised by academic outputs and
government engagement — including the
publication of Ms. Suseendhira's article in the
Tamil Hindu daily, a key meeting with the
Director of Tribal Welfare on the Socio-
Economic Survey of Scheduled Tribes, a field
visit to study Irular community bonded labour
issues, and CSJE's participation in the state-
level seminar on caste abolition in school
curricula at the University of Madras.

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y
Dr. Pavananthi Vembulu, Director presented
the Centre's work to the MSSW Board
Members, reaffirming CSJE's institutional
standing. The team collectively paid homage
to the late Dr. Kuganathan, a valued AC
member. The Forest Rights Act field study was
brought to formal conclusion with the final
report and Utilisation Certificate submission
directive covering Erode, Dindigul, and
Virudhunagar districts. The period concluded
with the announcement of the annual review
meeting in July 2024, with the nodal
department Secretary expected to participate
— marking a year of intensive and impactful
work by the CSJE team.
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Puthirai Vannar Community Village Visit
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qOn May 16 th , 2024, a team from CSJE-MSSW led by Director Dr. R. Pavanthi Vembulu visited
‘Thurumbar Nagar’ in Semmanandal village in the Kallakurichi district to address the ‘Denial of
Burial Ground Rights’ of the ‘Puthirai Vannar Community.’ Fr. Arul Valan, Director of ‘Thurumbar
Viduthalai Iyakkam,’ is the information source.
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Training - Social Justice and Equity for Panchayat Presidents

Data Collection - Panniyandi Community in Dharmapuri
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A two-day residential workshop
(10/05/2024) was held at Sirumalai,
Dindigul district, to develop a
comprehensive training manual on Social
Justice and Equity for Panchayat
Presidents across Tamil Nadu. The
workshop brought together twelve experts
and experienced panchayat leaders to
collectively design content that would
equip elected local body representatives
with the knowledge and tools to uphold
principles of equity and justice in
grassroots governance. Drawing on both
academic expertise and lived
administrative experience, participants
contributed to structuring modules that
reflect the practical realities of Panchayat-
level governance and the rights of
marginalised communities.

Data collection for the study on the
Panniyandi community in Dharmapuri
district has been successfully completed.
Field work was conducted across six blocks
— Harur, Karimangalam, Papireddypatti,
Dharmapuri, Palacode, and Nallampalli —
ensuring broad geographic coverage of the
community within the district. A total of 78
samples were collected through structured
interviews, complemented by Focused
Group Discussions to capture deeper
qualitative insights into the community's
lived experiences, needs, and challenges.
The collected data provides a strong
empirical foundation for the study's analysis
and findings.
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Ms. P. Suseendhra, Research Assistant, CSJE has published an article in
Tamil Hindu Daily, dated 03rd May 2024.
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Tribute to Dr. Kuganathan (25 June 2024)

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER / 2024 PAGE 05

Consultation Meeting on Socio-Economic Survey of Scheduled Tribes (07 May 2024)
CSJE held an online consultation with the Director of Tribal Welfare, Government of
Tamil Nadu, to review pilot study analysis and progress the report generation for the ST
socio-economic survey.
Participation in Seminar on Caste Abolition in Curriculum (27 May 2024) Team members
attended the state-level seminar titled 'Caste Abolition in Curriculum' at the University
of Madras, engaging with educators and civil society on integrating constitutional values
into school education.
Presentation of CSJE Activities to MSSW Board (15 June 2024) The Director presented
the Centre's research initiatives, field engagements, and programme outcomes to the
MSSW Board of Governors, reinforcing CSJE's institutional standing and academic
contributions.

Other Activities



The Madras School of Social Work (MSSW), founded by Mary
Clubwala Jadhav in 1952, is one of India's premier institutions for
social work education and research. It stands as the first social
work institution in South India. Located in Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
MSSW is a NAAC-accredited autonomous institution committed to
fostering social justice, community development, and inclusive
welfare through quality education and collaborative research.

The Centre for Social Justice and Equity (CSJE) at Madras School
of Social Work was established under the financial grant-in-aid
of the Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department, Government
of Tamil Nadu, vide G.O. (MS) No. 87 dated 12 July 2023. The
Centre was formally inaugurated by the Honourable Minister 
N. Kayalvizhi, Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare, on 16 August 2023,
marking a significant step towards advancing research,
advocacy, and policy support for tribal and marginalised
communities in Tamil Nadu.
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